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SUBJECT: PARLIAMENTARY FOREIGN POLICY DISCUSSION IN THE OFFING 
PARIS PASS AMBASSADOR KUBISCH 

1 . PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS HAS ACCEPTED OPPOSITION LEADER 
GEORGE MAVROS' REQUEST THAT THERE BE A DISCUSSION IN THE 
PARLIAMENT ON THE STATUS OF THE US-GREEK BASE NEGOTIATIONS 
AND GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS. IN ON OCTOBER 14 RESPONSE TO 
AN OCTOBER 1 1 LETTER FROM MAVROS CALLING FOR SUCH A 
DISCUSSION IN WHICH MAVROS CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT'S 
"SOLITARY" HANDLING OF FOREIGN POLICY, THE PRIME MINISTER 
STATE THAT THE GOVERNMENT DOES BRIEF THE PARLIAMENT 
FROM "TIME TO TIME" AND, AS IT IS HIS CUSTOM TO DO SO AT THE 
OPENING AND CLOSING OF PARLIAMENTARY SESSIONS, HE WILL "SOON" 
ADDRESS THAT BODY "ON THE COURSE OF NATIONAL ISSUES." 

2. IN HIS REPLY TO MAVROS. THE PRIME MINISTER STATED 
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THAT AS HE HAD SAID PREVIOUSLY (AT THE OPENING OF THE 
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THESSALONIKI INTERNATIONAL FAIR IN SEPTEMBER), "WE HAVE 
NO REASON TO BE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE STAND OF THE TURKISH 
SIDE" IN THE DIALOGUE THAT IS ABOUT TO BEGIN ON THE 
AEGEAN ISSUE BUT THAT GREECE WOULD ENTER THE TALKS WITH 
"HONEST INTENTIONS, SERIOUSNESS, AND RESOLUTENESS". 

HE ADDED THAT "ONLY" THROUGH THE PENDING GOT-GOG DIALOGUE 
WOULD GREECE DEVELOP "CORRECT INDICATIONS REGARDING THE SHAPING 
OF GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS." 

3. ON THE U.S. -GREEK BASE TALKS, THE PRIME MINISTER REMINDED 
MAVROS THAT IT WAS HIS GOVERNMENT THAT TOOK THE INITIATIVE 
TO REVISE THE STATUS OF THE BASES. HE RECALLED HIS PAST 
STATEMENT THAT ONLY THOSE U.S. BASES THAT ALSO SERVE GREEK INTERESTS 
WOULD REMAIN IN GREECE AND THOSE THAT DO WILL BE PLACED UNDER 
GREEK CONTROL. HE NOTED THAT MAVROS HIMSELF HAD SUPPORTED 

THIS POLICY IN THE PAST. CARAMANLIS STATED THAT LAST APRIL, 

WHEN THE GOG FELT THE US-TURKISH DCA THREATENED TO "DISTURB" 

THE BALANCE OF FORCES IN THE AEGEAN, THE GOVERNMENT CONCLUDED 
A FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT WITH THE USG WHICH NOT ONLY OBTAINED 
$700 MILLION IN DEFENSE ASSISTANCE FOR GREECE BUT ALSO 
ESTABLISHED "A STATUS FOR THE BASES BETTER THAN ORIGINALLY 
ENVISIONED." 

4. MAVROS HAD REPEATED IN HIS LETTER HIS CHARGE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS FAILED TO KEEP THE OPPOSITION AND 

THE "PEOPLE" INFORMED OF FOREIGN POLICY DEVELOPMENTS. 

THE PRIME MINISTER DENIED THIS ALLEGATION IN HIS LETTER. 

BUT MAVROS RETURNED IMMEDIATELY TO IT WHEN THE TEXTS OF THE 
EXCHANGE WERE RELEASED OCTOBER 15, STATING THE PRACTICE OF 
GOVERNMENT BRIEFING OF THE PARLIAMENT "FROM TIME TO TIME" 

AND OF THE PRIME MINISTER DOING SO AT THE OPENING AND 
CLOSING OF PARLIAMENT IS "POLITICALLY AND CONSTITUTIONALLY 
UNACCEPTABLE." INSTEAD, HE SAID. WHEN THE OPPOSITION 
SEEKS SUCH A BRIEFING IT IS INCUMBENT UPON THE PRIME MINISTER 
TO DO SO IMMEDIATELY. MAVROS REITERATED HIS POSITION THAT IN A 
DEMOCRACY THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT DECIDE ALONE WITHOUT FIRST 
HEARING THE VIEWS OF THE OPPOSTION. "WE HAVE THE RIGHT AND THE 
OBLIGATION," HE SAID, "TO EXPRESS OUR VIEWS." 

5. COMMENT: THE PRIME MINISTER'S LETTER LEFT THE 
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TIMING OF THE DISCUSSION IN THE PARLIAMENT VAGUE. AND MAVROS' 
SUBSEQUENT COMMENTARY DID NOTHING TO FORCE THE PRIME 
MINISTER TO MAKE ANY SPECIFIC COMMITMENT. WHEN SUCH 
BRIEFINGS DO TAKE PLACE. THE ARE LESS A "DEBATA" THAN 
A SERIES OF STATEMENTS, BEGINNING WITH A STATEMENT BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER FOLLOWED BY STATEMENTS BY MAVROS, PASOK 
LEADER ANDREAS PAPANDREOU AND EDA LEADER ILIAS ILIOU. CURRENT 
PARLIAMENTARY RULES ARE SO STRUCTURED THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
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FOR EITHER OF THE TWO COMMUNIST PARTIES WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
IN THE PARLIAMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THESE "DEBATES". 

MILLS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, NEGOTIATIONS, COLLECTIVE SECURITY 
AGREEMENTS, MILITARY BASE AGREEMENTS, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 OCT 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ATHENS11151 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760388-0296 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 050/aaaabqpe. tel 

Line Count: 118 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <05 AUG 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PARLIAMENTARY FOREIGN POLICY DISCUSSION IN THE OFFING PARIS PASS AMBASSADOR KUBISCH 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, MARR, GR, US, TU, (CARAMANIS, CONSTANTINE), (MAVROS, GEORGE), 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



